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information he had now spent three years, and had left
Tidore for the sake of conversing with the English general,
from whom he hoped to receive such accounts as would
enable him to return with honour and safety.

Drake willingly recounted all his adventures and ob-
servations, to which the Chinese exile listened with the
utmost attention and delight, and, having fixed them in his
mind, thanked God for the knowledge he had gained. He
then proposed to the English general to conduct him to
China, recounting, by way of invitation, the wealth, extent,
and felicity of that empire; but Drake could not be in-
duced to prolong his voyage.

He, therefore, set sail on the 9th of November, in quest
of some convenient harbour, in a desert island, to refit his
ship, not being willing, as it seems, to trust to the generosity
of the king of Ternate. Five days afterwards he found a
very commodious harbour, in an island overgrown with
wood, where he repaired his vessel and refreshed his men,
without danger or interruption.

Leaving this place the 12th of December, they sailed
towards the Celebes ; but, having a wind not very favour-
able, they were detained among a multitude of islands,
mingled with dangerous shallows, till January 9, 1580.
When they thought themselves clear, and were sailing
forward with a strong gale, they were, at the beginning
of the night, surprised in their course by a sudden shock,
of which the cause was easily discovered, for they were
thrown upon a shoal, and, by the speed of their course,
fixed too fast for any hope of escaping. Here even the
intrepidity of Drake was shaken, and his dexterity baffled;
but his piety, however, remained still the same, and what
he could not now promise himself from his own ability, he
hoped from the assistance of providence. The pump was
plied, and the ship found free from new leaks.

The next attempt was to discover towards the sea some
place where they might fix their boat, and from thence
drag the ship into deep water; but, upon examination,
it appeared that the rock, on which they had struck, rose
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